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UNITED NATIONS
HIGH COMMISSIONER

FOR REFUGEES
Sub-Office, JHAPA, NEPAL

NATIONS UNIES
HAUT COMMISSARIAT
POUR LES REFUGIES

Délégation pour le Nepal

Campus Road

Bhadrapur 15

Téléphone: (977) 23 20776/20642
JHAPA, NEPAL

Téléfax: (977) 23 20774

Our Code: SO/THA/0295
Your Code:

December 10, 2001

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Subject: Letter of Recommendation for Vajra Foundation

During the past three years I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with the
Vajra Foundation, Nepal. Their work with Bhutanese refugees in Eastern Nepal has
focussed on the introduction of and research on the practical applications of solar
energy as an alternative cooking method in the refugee camps. Although I am
normally disillusioned by appropriate technology I found that the approach presented
by Vajra Foundation for the use of solar cookers by refugees to be practical and
useful. They have a community-based approach to innovation which is refreshing and
appreciated by the clients. They have also, through their research in the camps, proven
that solar cooking technology is indeed a potentially viable method of reducing
dependence on traditional cooking fuels. Above all, they have trained several groups
of refugees in applied research, construction of solar cooking apparatus and have
instilled a sense of pride in those refugees who utilise this technology on an everyday
basis.

From what I have seen thus far, Vajra Foundation uses a community based
participatory approach to development which many organisations strive to promote
but very few actually achieve. I wish them every success in their development work
around Nepal and have no hesitation whatsoever in recommending them as a honest,
hardworking and result oriented organisation.
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